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Russia qualifies it for membership in the G 8,
but our hope for democratic developments in
Russia gave us the justification for continued
membership by Russia in the G 8.

Mr. Speaker, recent very disturbing trends in
Russia with respect to press freedom and a
number of other issues, such as the war in
Chechnya, have raised very severe doubts
concerning democratic development in that
country. The handling of the submarine trag-
edy, where the Russian Government reverted
to the worst practices of the former Soviet
Union, and the handling of the fire at the tele-
vision tower, where, incredibly, it took Presi-
dent Putin’s approval to cut power to the tele-
vision tower as the fire was raging, raised
some very serious questions with respect to
the democratic direction that the new Russian
Government is taking.

Our resolution—which is cosponsored by
the Chairman of the Helsinki Commission, our
Republican colleague Mr. CHRIS SMITH of New
Jersey; the Chairman of the House Inter-
national Relations Committee, Mr. GILMAN of
New York; a senior Democratic member of the
International Relations Committee, Mr. BER-
MAN of California—is designed to hoist the flag
of caution to Mr. Putin’s government. Our res-
olution indicates that while we are anxious and
eager to build good and cooperative relations
with Russia along the full spectrum of issues,
we simply cannot countenance continued Rus-
sian participation as a member of the G 8 as
long as there are blatant attacks on press
freedom and other actions that undermine de-
mocracy.

Mr. Speaker, it will take a long time to build
democracy in Russia, but one of the very few
encouraging signs of the last decade in Rus-
sia was the presence of a free press. Political
leaders clearly do not like to be criticized and
Mr. Putin does not like to be criticized, but if
the Russian President wishes to be the head
of a democratic country, not a newly totali-
tarian Russia, he will have to get accustomed
to the fact that criticism is part and parcel of
political leadership in democratic societies.

Mr. Speaker, we are hoping that Mr. Putin’s
regime will put an end to the persecution and
harassment of whatever is left of the free
media in Russia. If that happens, we will be
pleased to see continued Russian participation
in the G 8. But if the Russian government’s
onslaught on the free media continues, I am
certain that the vast majority of my colleagues,
will join us in saying that Russia should no
longer belong to the G 8.

It is my understanding that some of the
leaders on the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee are contemplating the introduction of
parallel legislation. We are very pleased to
see this because the Congress of the United
States will speak with a unified voice on this
issue.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that the full text of House
Concurrent Resolution 425 be placed in The
RECORD, and I urge my colleagues to join as
cosponsors of this legislation.

H. Con. Res. 425

Expressing the sense of the Congress that
the continued participation of the Russian Fed-
eration in the Group of Eight must be condi-
tioned on Russia’s own voluntary acceptance
of and adherence to the norms and standards
of democracy.

Whereas in 1991 and subsequent years the
leaders of the Group of Seven (‘‘G 7’’), the

forum of the heads of state or heads of gov-
ernment of the major free-market economies
of the world which meet annually in a summit
meeting, invited Russia to a post-summit dia-
logue, and in 1998 the leaders of the Group
of Seven formally invited Russia to participate
in an annual gathering that thereafter became
known as the Group of Eight (‘G 8’), although
the Group of Seven have continued to hold in-
formal summit meetings and ministerial meet-
ings that do not include Russia;

Whereas the invitation to President Yeltsin
of Russia to participate in these annual sum-
mits was in recognition of his commitment to
democratization and economic liberalization,
despite the fact that the Russian economy has
been weak and its commitment to democratic
principles has been uncertain;

Whereas those countries which are mem-
bers of the Group of Seven are pluralistic
democratic societies with democratic political
institutions and practices, and they have com-
mitted themselves to the observance of uni-
versally recognized standards of human rights,
respect for individual liberties and democratic
political practices;

Whereas a free news media and freedom of
speech are fundamental to the functioning of
a democratic society and essential for the pro-
tection of individual liberties, and such free-
doms can exist only in an environment that is
free of state control of the news media, that is
free of any form of state censorship or official
coercion of any kind, and that is protected and
guaranteed by the rule of law;

Whereas the Russian Federation has en-
gaged in a series of government actions that
are hostile and threatening to privately-owned,
independently operated media enterprises,
particularly those new outlets that have been
critical of government policies and government
actions; and

Whereas the continued participation of the
Russian Federation in the Group of Eight must
be conditioned on Russia’s own voluntary ac-
ceptance of and adherence to the norms and
standards of democracy;

Now, therefore, be it Resolved by the House
of Representatives (the Senate concurring),
That it is the sense of the Congress that the
participation of the Russian Federation in the
Group of Eight must be linked to the Russian
Federation’s adherence to the norms and
standards of democracy, including:

(1) the existence of a free, unfettered press
that fosters the development of an inde-
pendent media and the free exchange of ideas
and views, including opportunities for private
ownership of media enterprises, the right of
people to receive news without government in-
terference and harassment, and the freedom
of journalists to publish opinions and news re-
ports without fear of censorship or punish-
ment;

(2) the freedom of all religious groups freely
to practice their faith in Russia, without undue
government interference on the rights and the
peaceful activities of such religious organiza-
tions;

(3) equal treatment and respect for the
human rights and the right to own private
property of all citizens of the Russian Federa-
tion;

(4) initiation of genuine negotiations for a
just and peaceful resolution of the conflict in
Chechnya, including a full investigation of the
conflict and bringing to justice those individ-
uals, civilian or military, who in a court of law

are found to be guilty of violating human
rights;

(5) respect for the rule of law and improve-
ment of civil and legal institutions to implement
and defend these rights; and

(6) reform of the judicial system to prevent
the arbitrary detention of citizens and provide
for a speedy trial and equal access to the judi-
cial system.

The President and the Secretary of State
are requested to convey to appropriate offi-
cials of the Government of the Russian Fed-
eration, including the President, the Prime
Minister, and the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
this expression of the views of the Congress.
f

HONORING BROWARD COUNTY
FIRE RESCUE

HON. PETER DEUTSCH
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 18, 2000
Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

recognize the efforts of Broward County Fire
Rescue, of Broward County, Florida. The
State of Florida Department of Health, Bureau
of Emergency Medical Services (EMS) re-
cently selected Broward County Fire Rescue
as the 2000 State of Florida EMS Injury Pre-
vention Agency of the Year. Indeed, Broward
County Fire Rescue exemplifies the Emer-
gency Medical Service’s injury prevention ef-
forts throughout the State of Florida.

Each year, the State of Florida Department
of Health’s Bureau of Emergency Medical
Services names one of the state’s 250 EMS
providers as the best injury prevention unit in
the state. The award encourages EMS pro-
viders throughout the state to become more
active in injury prevention efforts.

Broward County fire rescue had many great
accomplishments this year. It was the first
agency in the county to give a heart attack
clotting drug, Retavase, to patients en route to
the hospital. The agency received a $100,000
grant to enhance their heart attack prevention
plan by placing automatic external
defibrillators in public buildings. These
defibrillators have proved life-saving in cases
of dire heart attack emergencies. Prioritizing
quality of care for patients, Broward County
Fire Rescuers make an extra effort to trans-
port heart attack victims to the county hos-
pitals best equipped to care for victims rather
than the nearest hospital. Also, the agency
has increased fire prevention awareness by
airing fire-safety announcements before films
at local movie theaters.

Mr. Speaker, I extend a hearty congratula-
tions to Broward County Fire Rescue for their
leadership in medical and rescue excellence.
They go above and beyond what is demanded
of them and perform their heroic services with
professionalism and success.
f

HONORING GARY MCPHERSON

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 18, 2000
Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with im-

mense sadness that I take this moment to cel-
ebrate the life of Colorado State Representa-
tive Gary McPherson. Gary tragically passed
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